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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HAT the purpoſe of the following ADDRESS may be 
generally underſtood, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
it is intended to record the ſentiments of thoſe who op- 
poſed Mr. WinDHAM's re- election for the city of NOR- 
WICH. The object of the writer, who undertook the 
taſk, at the defire of many reſpectable perſons, was not 
fo much to vindicate the party from the foul and unde- 
ſerved charge of Jacobiniſm, as to preſerve a ſort of re- 
gifter of their opintons, upon the EE Y MES at 


trous Ys abſurd war. '1 


On account of many unfavourable circumſtances, the 11 
oppoſition to Mr. WINDHAM has been unſuccesful.” But 19 
of the ſhortneſs of the time, as well as other various 22 

; ficulties, be conſidered, it cannot be a matter of great ſur- 
prize that our efforts were ineſfectual; and, perhaps; tie 
oppoſite party would abate Jomewhat of the arrogance of : 


their exultation, if _ aan conile N to eee 
them, 


4 
*% 


_ 


Mr. WiNDHAM arrived with the writ" in his pocket 
on the 8th, and the election cloſed on the 19th of JULY. 
Thoſe electors who oppoſed the War- Minifter, taken by 
45 ſurprize, had not even thought of a Candidate, till a con- 
fiderable time after the canvaſs on the other ide "was 
begun. On the WEDNESDAY morning, BARTLETT 
GURNEY, E. was propoſed at a large and reſpectable | 
meeting; and a deputation waited upon him in the after- "= 

A's noon . J 


| 
|; 
| 
| 
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noon of the ſame day. Ai this conference, although Mr. 
GuRNEyY's afſent was not actually obtained, it was not 
ſuppoſed that his reluftance was poſitive and decided. 
In the mean time, a canvaſs of ſuch unexpected ſucceſs was 
carried on in his favour, that the oppoſite party 9259 
. exhabit Renee of Pprebeafos on and di We 


On the FRG 3 previous 10 the election, Mr. 
Gan EY. diſavowed all intentions f coming forward; 
and the party, who ſupported his cauſe, were at this late 
period obliged to feek for another candidate. Mr. IV Es, 
, this city, was next applied to; but he refuſed. A 
meeting was then called, at which IAMES MiNnGaAY, 
Eſq. was propoſed. Notwithiſtanding the very obvious 
diſadvantage of the abſence of the candidate, who was 
then in LONDON, as well as that of the divided and diſ- 
trated ſtate of the party, 779 unſolicited and honoura- 
we votes ee in hs e | | 


The folly wing Addreſs 15 4 calm ond PEP? abe 
oh of our motives and principles. The topics, on 
which it touches, would have Juſtified greater boldneſs of 
ftridure, and greater warmth of remonſtrance. But the 
writer, for very obvious reaſons, has adopted a flyle of 


mild and gentle complaint, rather than that 1 turbulent 


a 2 Ron: feeling. 


ww has "ro EP) that Mr. 8 was . to his 
A anita and a letter, which he ſent to the Jheriffs, 
was publiſhed, in order to propagate ſuch an idea. It 
has, therefore, been thought proper to inſert a letter from 


| that gentleman, in which he has avowed, in an eloquent 
and ny manner, has le on ſuck an occaſion. 


ADDRESS, | 


ADDRESS, Ge. 


GENTLEMEN, 


FTER a few hours of unſucceſsful ſtruggle, = 
- we retire from it, diſappointed, but not 
ſubdued. Since ſo ſhort an interval was allowed. | 
us, and ſince we had to encounter other very 2 
obvious diſadvantages, we ſhould betray a very | 
unbeſeeming petulence, were we to expreſs any. - 
diſſatisfaction at the weakneſs and incompetency 1 
of the ſupport we met with. Our poll was at 
leaſt a reſpectable one; and thoſe who vote 
with us, gave us an independent and unſolicited 
ſuffrage. We began with very flattering auf 
pices, if the almoſt univerſal clamour of a large 
and populous city, and if loud and reiterated 
expreſſions of public opinion, afforded any proſ- 
peRt of a ſucceſsful conteſt. Still, however, we 5 
have not ſucceeded ; but in the failure which we 

have experienced, we find very little reaſon for 
total and abſolute deſpair, and much leſs reaſon _ 
for a condemnation of our attempt, on the | 
ſcore either of its raſhneſs or impropriety. 


B 5 We 


£ . | 

We are, bore, willing to allow our er 
ſaries the full and complete indulgence of their 
feelings of triumph over our defeat. But though 
we have been ſucceſsleſs, we will aſſert that we 
have not been criminal. Our exertions have 


been manly, generous, and voluntary. Our 


grounds of oppoſition to your new war miniſter 
have been juſt and rational. We have, indeed, 
been ſeparated in the conteſt by very broad and 
diſtiptt lines of difference; and it is in this very 
diſtance of our ſeparation from our opponents, 
that we find no trivial part of our beſt ſatisfac-' 
tions and ſincereſt conſolations. For on the one 
ſide, the partizans of Mr. WI Nd D HAM have con- 
tributed to the continuance of an abſurd and 
fruitleſs war againſt F RANCE ; and on the other 


hand, the enemies to fuch a war have ſtepped 


forward, with a determined and manly tone of 


| oppoſition, to lefſen the weight of that influence 


by which it has been hitherto maintained, and 
by an increaſe of which it 18 propoſed to ſecure 
its future continuance. Theſe have been the 
principles on which we oppoſed that gentleman⸗ J 


| election, and we take no ſhame to ourſelves for 


having acted upon chem. 


Gentlemen, we make theſe diefen of our 


motives and principles, without any apprehenſion 


or diffidence. We are, however, aware, that 
1 motives 


4 


-motives and. principles directly oppoſite! to theſe 


have been moſt induſtriouſſy and - earneſtly im- 
puted to us. Your repreſentative himſelf, with 
a modeſty that becomes only a retainer of the 
Court, or a member of the Cabinet, has publicly 
aſcribed them to us. With bim, there is no al- 
ternative, but to ſupport his elecuon, or to be 
infected with notions of Jacobiniſm, and with 
the ſentiments of the FRENO Revolutioniſts. 
In ſuch notions, and in ſuch ſentüments, according 
to him, the oppoſition, in which we have taken an 
addive part, firſt originated. This language he has 
not been aſfamed to hold; as if he united all the 
functions of government in his own perſon; as if 


a deteſtation of a political changeling were treaſon 


to the conſtitution; and as if there were no other 
teſt of loyalty to the country, but a paltry and 
ſervile attachment to principles, which have no 
ſtability, and a mean and creeping confidence 1 in 
bree W e no e 


We A 8 PRE in — ettiins, 
mm is more common among thoſe who are 
ſtriving for a peculiar object, than to ſtoop to the 
phaſeſt artifices and the meaneſt condeſeenſions, 
to obtain it. At ſuch times men think them- 


- {elves abſolved, as it were, from the allegiance 
they owe to juſtice and honour; and that they 
- are allowed to ſhake off the yoke of all honeſt 


B 2 = prin- 
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principle and ingenuous ſentiment. But there 


is ſcarcely a ſingle inſtance, in the whole biſ- 
"tory. of theſe conteſts, in which one of the can- 
didates has attempted to ſuppreſs all kind of op- 


poſition to him, by one general and undiſtin- 


guiſhing mals of reproach and calumny. Coming 


merely from the partizans of Mr. WIN DEHAu, 
the charge of Jacobiniſm and diſaffection to the 
- ſtate would have had no claim to the ſlighteſt ani- 
miadverſion. From the heated paſſions, and 
from the groſs and vulgar diſpoſitions of that 
| Nr would have been ridiculous to expect 


- ſort of liberality, for which they have never 
been eminently diſtinguiſhed among their fellow- 


Citizens. We do not expect to reap, where no- 
thing has been ſown. It would have been ſome- 
hat miraculous, that they ſhould: x o have paid 


13 


a reverence to truth and to candour, which they 
have been ſo little diſpoſed to diſplay at any 
time; and at a moment when all good faith and 
fincerity among men are ſuſpended, that they 


ſhould obſerve any thing like a ſevere-and/punc- 
tilious morality. Of the miſrepreſentations of 
ſuch men, we do not complain; for it is highly 


* 


natural, when they found themſelves ſo much 


the inferiors of their adverſaries, in talents and 


+7 


; * 
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integrity, that they ſhould aſpire at a contemptible 
ſuperiority over us, in the arts of vulgar defa- 
mation and Saule... | 


£7 4 But 


But when the accuſation has been made by 
the leader of that party, it cannot but ſtrike us 


as à foul and abominable injuſtice. What ad- 


vantage he ſuppoſed would refult from the in- 
ſinuation, it is not neceſſary to inquire. It 
muſt be conſeſſed, that it diſplayed feelings of 
no common bitterneſs and malignity. It diſ- 
covered a lofty and over- bearing mind, bloated 
with proud and arrogant projects, too ſtubborn 
and imperious to bear oppoſition; too diſinge- 
nous and intractable to ſooth or conciliate it. 
It ſhewed likewiſe,” ho little of the moral feeling 
remains amidſt the total dereliction and oblivion 
of public duty, and that the common impreſſions 
of juſtice and truth are obliterated by a contempt 
of public faith and integrity. In this light, per- 
haps, the conduct of Mr. Win pram may not 


be unprofitable, if it illuſtrates the nature of 


political diſhoneſty, by ſhewing to us, that he 

who has offended againſt one duty, is in danger 
of loſing all reverence for the other enn 
but , ce RI of life“ 


3 + 


"Wwe are ae in this: vc * ee 


manner, with [AcoBIN Is! We have lately 
been ſo very aſſiduouſiy reminded of the horrors 
and iniquities of Jacobiniſm, that we have 

deen in the habits of eſteeming it a ſort of alle- 


gory 


— — — — 
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gory of all that is cruel,” bloody, and and-wioked. 
But we muſt begin to:ſuſpe&; that there is ſome- 


thing | amiable in the ſyſtem. we: are: taught to 


abhor, if thoſe perſons are Jacobins who-oppoſe 
the preſent abſurd war, and who reprobate ſuch 
men as, by a dereliction of former principles and 


ſentiments, ſeek to perpetuate and increaſe its 


calamities. If ſuch a condudt conſtitutes this 
atrocious crime, ve are guilty to the moſt 
dreadful extent of the offence; but, unlike other 
criminals, it is in the crime itſelf that we look 
for our pardon. It is in the accuſation itſelf, 
that we diſcover a ſtore of honeſt e 0s nd 
1 i $671 


Ales kt, we are guilty of having ſought 
to check the operation of a blind ſyſtem of hoſ- 


tilities. We have ſeen in that ſyſtem as ſmall 
a diſplay of civil wiſdom, as of military foreſight. 


We: affert it to have been pernicious in its prin- 


ciples; we feel that it has been unfortunate in 


its progreſs. We have obſerved that it has been 
defeated by a ſeries of errors and diſgraces, of 


perplexities and contradictions. We have ſeen 
the arrangements of one day diſſolved by the 
: blunders of the next; while a plan and a mis- 
fortune, an attempt and a failure, have followed 
each other in a ſad and diſaſtrous ſueceſſion. 


22 


0b 5 85 During 


( #3 
During the progreſs, therefore, of this French 
war, we have had but ſlender conſolations, and 


but gloomy proſpeRs. We cannot, indeed, but 


have felt ſome kind of pleaſure at the advan- 
tages which we have gained, from time to time, in 
the conteſt. But it has very often been the 


charatcteriſtic of our victories, that they have 


worn the countenance of diſgraces : for at beſt 
that is but an ambiguous and queſtionable -kind 
of victory, which requires not a little ſtudy and 
attention to diſcriminate it from defeat. It would 
not, however, be a matter of great ſurprize; 
were we not to have experienced the ſame emo- 
tions of joy and exultation with our fellow 


. citizens, even at our moſt decided advantages. 
Thoſe very events which fill the fooliſh with 


confidence, are wont to ſtrike the conſiderate 
with diſmay. Every ſucceſs ſerves, in a great 


meaſure, to encourage and provoke' us to per- 


ſevere in a project, in which it is deſtined that 


we ſhould be ultimately ' unſucceſsful. © It in- 


ſpires us with a freſh portion of that bitter arro- 
gance, which firſt dictated and ſtill upholds our 
attempt againſt France; and what is by far the 
worſt conſequence, it puts the proſpect of a me- 


dation at almoſt an infinite diſtance. 


Rl 


With ſuch impreſſions, it cannot be expected 
that we ſhould partake of that intoxicating con- 
dence 


CO 2 2 - 
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fidenee which the Miniſter of this country has 
ſelt, or pretended to feel, and which, he would, 
communicate to others. He may know how to 
breathe in this turbulent and loathſome atmo- 
ſphere 3 but we cannot enjoy ſuch a ſcene; of con 
fuſion and inquietude, although he can ride, 
like the genius of the ſtorm, upon the contending 
elements, and behold the coated * been 
cence oi . 8 | 
: | 

We are > far the ts oo men w3 e og 
| not. ſubtile underſtandings. We perceive. the ef- 
feQs of the war, in the decay of our trade, andin 
the univerſal ruin of our commerce. We can ſee 
in the numberleſs objects of diſtreſs, with which 
our ſtreets are crouded, in thoſe creatures of ſilent 
and quiet ſufferance, concerning whom our war- 
miniſter is ſo little diſturbed, all the calamities of 
our ſituation, as it were, dreadfully perſonified. 
There may indeed be reaſons, and weighty and 
cogent ones, for the continuance of ſuch cala- 
mities, which we ought not to penetrate nor ex- 
amine. Perhaps thoſe reaſons which, to the hire- 
lings of the Court, may appear irreſiſtible and 
concluſive, to our weak and ſimple reflections 
might appear frivolous, evaſive, and incompetent. 
Alas! we are unaccuſtemed to thoſe deep and 
myſterious affairs of ſtate, which lie ſo far beyond 
the reach of our bomely and ordinary judge- 


6 ments. 


(9) 
ments. We are unable to unravel the thread 
of thoſe metaphyſical ſubtleties which promiſe a 
national benefit in what appears to us a national 
evil. We know ſo little of miniſterial logic, as 
not to be convinced that the cauſe of the civi- 
lized world depends on the utter loſs and ſtag- 
nation of our commercial intercourſes, and that 
by the moſt gigantic efforts, of which we are ca- 
pable, we can deſtroy the government of another 
country. We cannot but begin to deſpair, when 
they who lead us into our difficulties are be- 
ginning to hope; and our untaught and. vulgar 
intellects are incapable of deriving conſolation 
from difgrace, defeat, and diſaſter. | 5 


With ach notions, we could not aft as became 
good and conſcientious men, but by oppoſing, 
as far as we could, the continuance of a heavy 
_ calamity ; and we did this, by oppoling the re- 
election of Mr. WixpHany one of the inſtru- 
ments by which it is intended to prolong it.—. 
A war has been entered into, raſhly, and pre- 
cipitately; it has been continued without a proba- 
bility of ſucceſs. Defeat follows cloſe upon de- 
feat, and in one diſaſtrous campaign, every hope, 
which firſt encouraged and incited us, has been 
deceived. | By the prolongation of ſuch a war, 
our trade has been entirely deſtroyed, and all 
commercial intercourſe obſtrufted and endan- 
C | gered, 


- - r ˙»— > noe err 


CE 3s 53}. 
gered. In the mean time, that very combina- 
tion of men, whoſe councils firſt deluded us into 
our misfortunes, after flying to a variety of pro- 
jeQs, at laſt endeavour to ſtrengthen their cabal 
by an union with the antient avowed enemies to 
their power and Princypies, | 


| Qitlomen, we. could not but feel with the 
acuteſt regret Mr. Winpuan's alienation from 
the cauſe of the people, The ſeceſſion of ſo 
many illuſtrious names from their old ſentiments 


and profeſſions, if it is not a ſubjeQ of ſhame to 


them, muſt ever be a ſource of uneaſineſs to us. 
Such derelictions diſpoſe us to a kind of poli- 
tical ſcepticiſm. They lead us to imagine that 
all who act on the public ſtage are all equally 
corrupt,---attuated only by the lure of place and 
penſion ; that their profeſſions are as light as air, 
and that all their engagements are fugitive, pre- 
carious, and treacherous, They encourage more 
than any ſeditious writing, which our Attorney- 


General ever proſecuted, diſaffection to the ſtate; 
for they naturally teach us to conſider our go- 


vernment as a confederacy of dexterous trickſters 


| and deceivers. 


Such a : deſertion, therefore, as has lately taken 


place among our popular leaders, could not be 
| 4 very pleaſing theme of reflection to us. But 


when 


G 

when ve ſee that ſuch men have: been bribed 
by the Crown to uphold by their influence a de- 
clining and ruinous war, to add a new vigour to 
its exhauſted and finking exertions, to prolong 
a calamity which had abmoſt conſumed and waſted 
itſelf away, we could not but condemn ſuch an 


apoſtaey as a crime of al ber nook more ſe- 
rious malignity. 


1 


Nothing can be Gebern concerning the 
object of this ſingular conjunction, but that it is 
intended to uphold the declining popularity of 
the authors of our troubles. It is no weak pre- 

ſumption, that they are unable to guide them- 
ſelves from the labyrinth into which they ruſhed 
with ſuch a proud and wanton' temerity. Unleſs 
they began to diſtruſt their reſources, and to per- 
ceive the weakneſs and inſufficiency of the means 
by which the war was to be carried on, it cannot 
be conceived that they would court an alliance, 
in ſo many reſpects a difcordant one, and of 
which, at other 'times and in leſs critical circum- 
ſtances, they would fhew a ſupreme and arrogant 
contempt. It cannot be expetted likewiſe, that 
the original parents of the war, if they were not 
aſhamed of their offspring, would ſeek to divide, 
as it were, the diſgrace of having produced it, 
among as many as they can admit into a parti- 


C2 | cipation 
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cipation of their counſels, and a, partnerſhip in 
their projects. Had they acquired any conſider- 

able degree of honour from their attempt, they 

would not have been ſo eager to diſtribute. and 

divide it. The firſt Quixotes in the enterprize 

would not ſurely, at the end of their expedition, 

have. conferred. upon new and raw adventurers 

che glory which their valour had ſo richly de- 

ſerved, and 0 . acquired. 


a. SETS 4 | $353 | 
a; Gentlemen, we. know that * 18 . one af 


thoſe. "deluſions that have, been, ſucceſſively re- 
forted. to, in order to render the war for a. longer. 
time, popular, and to prolong the patience of 
thoſe who are moſt. expoſed to its ſufferings and 
| | its evils. We Know, that in every ſtage of the 
1 war, to adopt a French phraſe, deluſion has been 
* Se" the order of the. day. Never have we had a 
TE ſpecific obje& held out. At firſt, the defence 
of Holland was the pretext; afterwards, the re- 
floration of the government of 1789. But the 
ſcenes have ſhifted of late ſo rapidly, ſo many 
| various projets have been formed, ſo many con- 
| tradittory purpoſes avowed, that we ſeem at this 
| moment to be fighting only for the ſake of hoſ- 
tilities alone, without any rational hope of their 
| ' favourable termination, Non bene conveniunt, nec 
in una ſede morantur. 


| The 
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The Jacobiniſm, therefore, of which we have 
been guilty, has been the conſciouſneſs of this 
deluſion. .We. fee that a. deſperate game has 
been played. We feel, at preſent, the conſe- 
quences, of it, and we ſhall feel them hereafter, 
ſtill more bitterly, when the taxes, of which it 
has been ſo productive, begin to preſs with a 
heavier weight upon us. In the mean time, 
we hear, as the only excuſe for the enter- 
prize, perpetual declamations againſt the folly, 
the madneſs, the wickedneſs, and the cruelty 
of the French Convention. Alas! declaiming 
againſt madneſs, is ſeldom an effectual cure for 
inſanity. To criminate and recriminate (and this 
is all we ſeem to do) will not bring us nearer 
our object. Invectives againſt anarchy and con- 
fuſion will not ſharpen our bayonets, nor releaſe 
us from our difficulties.— All our philippics 
againſt French government have at preſent pro- 
cured us a very few advantages. We do not 
ſeem at preſent to ſtand in a very pleaſant; or 
beneficial ſituation. We have acquired a very 
ſmall portion of ground, beſides the ſpot on 
which our armies are encamped. The ſphere of 
our conqueſts is not yet ſo wide as the extent of 
our ambition. Our arms have not yet gratified 
our rapacity. 1 


For ſuch is the enemy whom we have encoun- 
tered, 


( 8 } 
tered, fuch the extent and variety of their re- 
ſources, that one of the moſt formidable confpi- 
racies that ever appeared in Europe, has been 
almoſt fubdued, diſ-united, and diſperſed. Pruf- 
Gaz by our aſſiſtance, is fighting the cauſe of 
civilization and good government, by ſubduing 
the Poles. Spain retires, ſickened, diſheartened, 
and ruined in the conteſt; and it is ſaid, that 
even Auſtria herfelf, the mother of all theſe ca- 
lamities, the leader of the combination, is pre- 
paring to abandon the eruſade. The exiſtence, 
then, of civilized ſociety, the defence of the 
world againſt the French republicans and atheiſts 
will hang on the arms of Great Britain; and even 
Great Britain herſelf, plundered, betrayed, and 
ridiculed by her allies, muſt at length lay down 
| her hoſtility, with the miſerable conſolation, that 
her pride has laſted longer than her ſtrength. 


As enemies, therefore, to this deſtruftive and 
impraQticable ſyſtem, we think ourſelves fully 
juſtified in our oppoſition to Mr. WI VDA, 
one of its moſt important and miſchievous agents. 
It appears. to us, that a change of cabinet ar- 
rangement will not extricate us from the difgrace- 
ful and difaftrous fituation in which we ſtand at 
this moment; and we have entered our proteſt 
againſt a fruitleſs and romantic ſcheme of un- 


neceſſary bloodſhed. and deſolation. We will 


5 e not 
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not ſuffer the real permanent intereſt of the na- 
tion to be put in competition with the intrigues 
of profligate courtiers and needy apoſtates. We 
will not allow that our battles can be ſucceſsfully 
fought by thoſe who wield no other weapon, but 


the jargon of a fallacious logic, and the language 
of falſe n 


Beſi des, we are in eme men who ſubüiſt & by 
the trade of the country, and we have been edu- 
cated in the midſt of commercial purſuits and 
habits. That celebrated curſe, therefore, which 
was uttered againſt Commerce by the repreſen- 
tative of this city, ſounded harſhly and diſſonantly 
in our commercial ears. As the figure of a rhe- 
torician, we cannot be ſuppoſed to underſtand it; 
but as the ſentiment of a legiſlator, we cannot 
but feel and reſent it. The repreſentative of a 
commercial city utters an. inveQtive againſt Com- 
merce! We cannot ſee how a conſtitution, the 
creature of Commerce, can exiſt without it. To 
the ruin of the one, we have been accuſtomed 
to aſſociate the deſtruction of the other; and 
were it even poſſible that they could be diſ united 
and diſſociated from each other, we ſhould per- 
haps have that homely kind of taſte, which: 
would prefer a thriving and flouriſhing trade to 
a mere government of king, lords, and com- 
mons. The objett of civil regulations we have 


uni- 


C2 
uniformly imagined to be the protection of pro- 
perty; and we know, that without commercial 
intercourle, property of no kind, beyond a cabin 


or a rood of land, could be ee in civil 
F [SO | | 


| He = not then a matter of the leaſt ſurprize, 
that we ſhould have felt ſome indignation at ſuch 
a ſentiment, & uttered in the repreſentative body 
of the nation, by the delegate of a manufacturing 
city. It was rather expected, that he would have 
been the jealous and anxious guardian of our 
trade, inſtead of pouring out execrations againſt 


it. During the progreſs of this unhappy war, we 


thought that with him our repreſentations of ſuf- 


ones and . at pat; . not a un- 


* It was ſaid ok Mr, e on had denied his wh 


1, uttered the Words---** Prg1sH COMMERCE :”” and therefore, 
wehen he came to Norwich, at his election, it was univerſally 


expected that he would have completely exculpated himſelf from 


the charge. But the hon. gentleman, inflead of a denial, un- 
accountably attempted to juſtify himſelf, by uttering the ſame 


ſentiment in other words. A very reſpectable gentleman, on 
the day of nomination, preſſed him to a, cloſer explanation, In 
the irritated ſtate of Mr. Windham's mind, this was too great 
an inſult to be borne with patience ; and inſtead of an expla- 
nation, he poured forth a volley of paſlionate expreſſions, which 
his reſentment could ſcarcely. allow him : to. articulate. It is, 
therefore, taken for granted, that the right hon, gentleman 
uttered fins ſentiment, in whatever words eo might have 25 
n * | 3 

noticed 
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noticed and negleted. For what is the original 
purpoſe of a repreſentative government, but that 
the local intereſts of each diſtri of the country 
ſhould be conſulted and preſerved i ? A delegate, 
therefore, from Norwich, if he treats all com- 
plaints concerning its loſſes and inconveniences 
with levity or contempt, may be a great and 
profound logician, but he cannot be a een and 
faithful eee "Ivo 


If, on account of theſe ſentiments, the War 
Miniſter infinuates, that we are infected with 
Jacobiniſm, we do not wiſh to refute the inſinu- 
ation. We avow ourſelves enemies to the war, 
and we have not diſpoſitions, like his, hoſtile to 
peace and to commerce. This is the very head 
and front of our offending. But if he means to 
aſſert, that they who att in oppoſition to his 
principles, are neceſſarily diſaffected to the ſtate, 
and inimical to the conſtitution, we loudly chal- 
lenge. him to the proof. Perhaps the logic 'of 
Mr. Wixpian will not be capable 'of demon- 
ſtrating every thing which his malice may prompt 
him to utter. The calumny may probably anſwer 
his purpoſe for a while ; but, unhappily, it is be- 
yond his ingenuity to prove, that he who op- 
poſes war, is a traitor to the country ; and that 
to ſpeak the language of peace, is to diſplay 


_ the ſpirit of ſedition. None of us will queſtion 
| Th 1 his 
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his taſte for paradox. All of us have admired 
the ſublime and eccentric rovings of his mind; 
but we hold this to be beyond the extent of his 
capacity and the e of his powers. 


The very reverſe of lich a alin (if ſuch 
an abſurdity as this were ſeriouſly maintained) 
might perhaps be more ſuſceptible of proof. 
We have no doubt that it will ſhortly be ad- 
mitted. Men are tutored by events; and if re- 
cent events have taught any leſſon at all, they 
muſt have taught us, that the advocates of un- 
neceſſary and abſurd wars conſult neither the re- 
poſe nor the ſtability of goverment; that they 
are a kind of traitors, whoſe treaſon, though it 
works only in diſguife, is more ſure and effectual 
in its miſchief. Who, therefore, have beſt pro- 
vided for the ſafety and quiet of the nation? 
they who have raiſed armaments, incurred ex- 
pences, and ſhed blood in an unprofitable and 
fruitleſs project; or they who recommended, in 
the beginning of the conteſt, conciliatory and 
pacific meaſures, which, as they are adopted ſoon 


or late, will be ſafe or dangeralig honourable or. 
Gugracetul | if 85 1 


| There 1s 3 ſound and di ſcrimivating in. 
the character of Engliſhmen. They are not leſs 

miſled and mflamed Vy . but they are per- 

| haps 


60 

haps more controlled and correfted by their 
judgements, than any people in che world. A 
little reflection will tear the veil, which at preſent 
clouds and darkens their diſcernment. A cor- 
recter ſtandard of attachment to the country will 
then be eſtabliſhed. A correfter line of diſtinc- 
tion will divide the” friends arid the enemies of 
government. They who, in ſpite of calumny, 
and the perſecution of little, weak, and male- 
volent minds, oppoſed the continuance of a pe- 
rilous and unneceſſary war, will be tried at a 
more impartial tribunal, and receive an equitable 
and unbiaſſed verdict. On the other hand, they 
who firſt cheated the people, by falſe and hollow 
profeſſions, then perplexed and miſled them with 
ſophiſtries, will be found in their genuine co- 
Hours, like the magicians of romance, when the 
wand is broken and the enchantment -diffolved. 
It is this deſcription of characters, from whom 
the fabric of the conſtitution itſelf will be found 
to have borne the rudeſt and ſevareſt aſſaults. 
They will have diminiſhed the reſpe& that is due 
to legiſlation, by uniting with the functions of 
ſtateſmen, the tricks of apoſtates. The conſe- 
quence of the x» influcnce on government will 
be felt in its oft dreadful and pernicious ex- 
tent. For a little While, on the part of govern- 
ment, there will be a command without dignity; 
and on the part of the people, obſequiouſneſs 

SOUL without 
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without obedience. There will be only that 
mouth-honour, which the poor heart would fain 
deny, but dare not; While the ties of genuine 
affection and ſincere attachment will be .cut 
aſunder for ever. Jealouſies in the mean time 
will increaſe. The government will conſider the | 


people as a rabble, only born for controul; the 


people will look on government as a cabal, Krug 
Sling ſor emolument. To theſe cauſes of ani- 


moſity will be added that which ariſes from the 
oppreſſive burthens of the war; and a people, 
impoveriſhed and inſulted, oppreſſed and de- 


graded, will have recourſe to that laſt dreadful 
expedient, which remains to thoſe who have made 


folicitations, and called for redreſs, in vain. 


By meaſures like theſe, mightier governments 
than ours have been ſubverted. The example 
even lives before our own eyes. The inftruc- 
tion which poſterity will find in , we may 
derive from experience. 


Gentlemen, we are not indulging a vain and 
babbling ſpirit of prophecy. We are not ut 
tering falſe and childiſh imaginations. One of 
the worſt effects of the preſent. war has been, 
the vigour and ſtrength which it has given to 
national diſcontents. It has corrupted our laws; 
and while we have been making war on our fo- 
reign enemies, we have carried, on internal hoſ- 


tilities againſt our own brethren, Many ſevere 


and 
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and perſecuting regulations have been / framed 
ſince its commencement that are but ill ſuited 
to the genius and temper of a free conſtitution. 
Cruel and unequal laws have a tendency: to 
corrupt and contaminate the manners of a people, 
more than any thing elſe. We have, therefore, 
to lament, in many of our late legiſlative pro- 
cedures, a degree of malignity and aſperity againſt 
peculiar. deſcriptions of men, that is utterly in- 
compatible with that ſoberneſs and equality of 
mind, which men in high and important ſtations 
ought carefully and ſteadily to preſerve. The 
effect of theſe has been, that the generoſity, hu- 
manity, and benevolence, which formerly cha- 
racterized our nation, are almoſt entirely ex- 
tint among us. We have loſt a great part of 
our public morality; we have been weaned from 
our Wannen, to truth and to juſtice. 


The ſuſpenſion of the Fiche Corpus, the 
only ſecurity of our liberties, originated in that 
cruelty and intolerance of mind, generated by 
this odious and miſchievous, war. The meaſure 
is decidedly: hoſtile to our conſtitution. It has 
put one party entirely at the mercy of another, 
and it has anſwered no purpoſe, but the grati- 
| fication of the ſpleen and malice of thoſe who 
firſt propoſed it. By the ſuſpenſion of this law, 
the obnoxious and ſuſpected, who require at all 

times 


J have mentioned only one, our repreſentative 
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times the moſt protettion, are the moſt ſubjett ts 


the perſecution, againſt which they ought to be 
the moſt anxiouſly ſecured. The magiſtrate is in- 


veſted with a power, which he can never exerciſe 
without danger to general, by the violation of 


perſonal liberty; and in times of high and warm 
tumult, when the moſt effeftual barriers againſt 
oppreſſive authority are moſt neceſſary, by this 


at _— are entirely Feinoved and e 


A 


«tf „Such a "Oey my preſent conſequences, 
may not be very miſchieyous or pernicious ; but 
all unconſtitutional acts are dangerous, from this 


very circumſtance. Were the evil effects of them 
to be experienced immediately, all mankind 
would riſe up in arms to reſiſt them. Their real 
operation is not often felt, till they have taken 


a deep and laſting root ; till they have perverted | 


the government from its moſt valuable and noble 
purpoſes, and infected the whole maſs of the 
commonwealth with their foul and corroding 
poiſon. The line may be advanced further and 
further, when the precedent is once eſtabliſhed. 
That which is one year adopted upon expe- 
diency, will be reſorted to, the 2 as A 


tk wy, 048 


Gentlemen, in all theſe procedures, of which 


\ 


has 
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| has borne a zealous and an active part. We 
differ from the principles and opinions which 
his ſpeeches have manifeſted. We think that 
they indicate too large a portion of that diſtem- 
pered and ill-judging policy, which only the 
worſt adminiſtrations have ever dared to eſta- 
bliſh. . The preſent miniſtry, however, have pro- 
pagated the ſpirit of this policy with a pernicious 
and lamentable ſucceſs. To us it appears by no 
means calculated to alleviate or ſoften the ca- 
lamities of the war; but as it ſprings immediately 
from it, ſo it ſeems likely to aggravate and in- 
creale them. It deſtroys that bond of union 
which ought to exiſt among members of civil 
communion, and it has an obvious tendency. to 
generate premature and violent convulſions. At 
the ſame time, it deforms and defaces that fabric 
of government, we have been taught ſo vehe- 
mently to admire, and fixes on the countenance 


of the Britiſh conduation the features of a ſtern 
and abſolute domination, 


Gentlemen, it will be needleſs to enter into 
the other effects of the preſent abſurd and diſ- 
aſtrous war. If it has deranged and perverted 
our laws; if it has aſſimilated our conſtitution 
to the models of a Ruſſian or Turkiſh monarchy; 
if it has diſ-united and divided the community, 
| and if it has deſtroyed and aboliſhed our com- 


mercial 
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mercial proſperity, we have afted as good and 
virtuous citizens, in attempting to check its de- 
ſtructive and fatal career. We have, therefore, 
by our oppoſition to Mr. WIN DRAM, exhibited 
a ſolemn record of our principles and ſentiments. 
We know that the voice of the people will not, 
cannot, be deſpiſed or ſlighted; and it is only 
by frequent and reiterated expreſſions of the 
public opinion, that its authors will be diſpoſed 
to relinquiſh and abandon the war. It was the cry 
of the nation that obliged the court of CHARLES 
the Second to put an end to the iniquitous war, 
which he carried on againſt the Dutch; and in 
our own century, the American conteſt was ter- 
minated on account of the loud and awful cla- 
mours of an inſulted and indignant people. Per- 


haps, at this time, the oppoſition to a war, which 1 
reſembles thoſe alluded to as exactly as poſſible, 
is not ſufficiently ſtrong or univerſal; but we 
do not deſpair, that it vill ſoon be heard among 
us. In the mean time, it is our conſolation, that 
we have lifted up the fainteſt cry againſt what 
we conceive to be a cruel, oppreſſive, impratti- 
cable, and rapacious ſyſtem. DFT | 
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LETTER FROM JAMES MINGAY, ESQ. 


FT is with a mixture of pleaſure and mortifi- 
1 cation, that I have peruſed your letter. No 
pleaſure can exceed the glowing acquieſcence in 
my boſom, at your manly, free, and open ſtyle. 
It is impoſſible for me not to feel the juſtice 
of every ſentiment, under the impreſſions that 
dictated it. But it ſhall be my anxious and 
ready taſk to ſatisfy you, and all my other friends, 
that you are under a miſapprehenſion of my 
conduct, which moſt probably has been the effect 
of ſome uncandid uſe that has been made of 
my letter to the ſheriffs; and nothing can ſur- 
paſs the mortification I feel at the bare ſuppo- 
ſition that I am inſenſible of the high honor 
and obligation you have conferred on me, or 
that I ſhould have intended the ſmalleſt degree 
of coolneſs (much leſs of cenſure) at your late 
noble and ſpirited exertions. Your letter to me 
becomes the character of independent Engliſh- 
men. Let me emulate your example, and de- 

= ſerve 
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ſerve the good opinion you have fo liberally 
manifeſted of me, by being equally explicit. | 


Ignorant of any intention that the independent 


citizens of Norwich had of feletting ux as the 


object of their choice (and, ſurely, ſuch an idea 
originating in my mind would have been the ex- 
tremity of vanity and ambition!) I accidentally 
heard, on Sunday, that I had been propoſed in 
oppoſition to Mr. Windham, and that a poll 
between us had been carried on till Saturday 
evening, and that it was to be continued on Mon- 
day. In that ſtate of imperfe& information, not 


| knowing to whom I was indebted for ſo unex- 


pected and peculiarly-flattering teſtimony of ap- 
probation ; ; conſcious that I was ineligible, and 
had no timely opportunity to remove my incapa- 
city,---I felt it my bounden duty to the city at 
large, and to my friends in particular, to apprize 
them of that circumſtance, through the returning- 
officers, and to prevent, as far as I was then able, 
the continuation of a conteſt and expence that 


mult inevitably be fruitleſs. Every part of my. . 


letter to the ſheriffs was intended to be directed 
to that object only; and as I wrote from the pureſt 
and moſt liberal motives, if I have erred in EX- 


preſſion (of which, however, J am wholly un- 


conſcious) conſidering the peculiar haſte and cir- ü 
cumſtances under which I acted, your libe- 
| rality | 
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rality will, I am ſure, be convinced that it was 
fartheſt from my thoughts, to diſguſt or offend 
thoſe; who were giving me ſuch. flattering teſti- 
wary * their wenne and arteemeint St 

15 . JO. OJ. 
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4 wie perſeverance in the principles that 
recommended me to your favor; that I con- 
continue, as I ever have done, to lament and 
deteſt the prefent calamitous War.. Would to 
God, it were in my power to put an inſtant 
end to it! 


* 


* 
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Believe me, fir, that ho tittie will ever efface 
the impreſſions of gratitude which the generous 
and manly conduct of the independent 770 has 
made on my mind, and that I ſhall ever hold 
myſelf ready and happy to obey their commands, 
and to devote myſelf to promote the indepen- 


dence, happineſs, and tors of the city of 


N orwich. i 


I will ſeize the firſt opportunity of making 
my perſonal acknowledgements to all my friends, 
to repreſent whom, under ſuch honorable circum- 
ſtances, I would reſign any place that govern- 
ment can beſtow, and ſhould eſteem it the moſt 
perfect honor and ſatisfaction. 


Es. | I beg 
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Il beg you will aſſure the antes chat ay 
brother was not at all aware that the place, 1 . 

have long held, diſqualified me to ſit in parlia- 
ment. Indeed, ſuch a legal idea was not likely 
fo occur in his mind, fluſhed and agitated, as 
it muſt have been; with the wren ng favors 
you were beſtowing an, e en eee 


. 
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With the warmeſt thanks to you, And aa reſt 
of the committee, for your preg * and 
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